TRAINING THE HEALTH
RESEARCHERS OF THE FUTURE

“My research aims to
identify therapies that
make colorectal cancer
more detectable to
our immune system,
to encourage a more
effective anti-cancer
immune response.
I hope to become a
physician in the future
and follow in the
footsteps of
Dr. Giacomantonio,
who continues to
acknowledge the
importance of research
in optimal patient care
as a physician.”
– Sara Pietropaolo,
DMRF Beatrice Hunter
Cancer Research
Institute Summer
Studentship Recipient
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Supporting Early Career Investigator Talent
& Driving Health Research Breakthroughs

At DMRF, we know that students accelerate research into real life health solutions. Research
trainees are the lifeblood of research labs, supporting senior scientists, supervisors, and primary
investigators on the path to success. In this issue, we are proud to feature a snapshot of the
DMRF trainee programs that your generous donations are helping to support, and some of the
student trainees that are shaping the future of health and medicine.

THE DMRF BEATRICE HUNTER
CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE SUMMER
STUDENTSHIP AWARD
Based in Halifax, Nova Scotia and largely
funded by DMRF, the Beatrice Hunter Cancer
Research Institute (BHCRI) brings together
a diverse community of cancer researchers
in pursuit of one common goal: to save lives
and ease the burden of cancer on individuals,
families, and society.
A program of the BHCRI, The Cancer Research
Training Program (CRTP) is an integrated
initiative that spans basic science, clinical
research, health policy, and more. By providing
students with exposure to the full spectrum of
issues that affect cancer, the CRTP produces
the next generation of cancer researchers who
are equipped with the knowledge and skills to
uncover safer, more effective treatments, better
prevention strategies, and improved quality of
life for patients and survivors.
DMRF is delighted to support students
participating in the CRTP through annual
research studentships that enable innovative
cancer research at the BHCRI.

2020 AWARD RECIPIENT:
SARA PIETROPAOLO
Research Area
Cancer Immunotherapy
Research Project
Exploring Highly-specific, Minimally-toxic
Treatments for Colorectal Cancer
Project Supervisor
Dr. Carman Giacomantonio,
Department of Pathology

“Research trainees like Sara are critical
to advancing our discoveries in the
lab. Our goal is to revolutionize cancer
treatment through novel immunotherapies, and there is an incredible
amount of work that goes into testing
and developing these new technologies.
The CRTP not only trains the next
generation of cancer researchers,
but just as importantly, helps us to
advance this mission.”
– Dr. Carman Giacomantonio
Professor, Department of Pathology
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