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DMRF is honoured to support early career
scientists, like Dr. Gujar, through funding,
community engagement, and leadership
opportunities, so they can continue to build
their careers and conduct life-changing
research. DMRF’s relationship with Dr. Gujar
began when he was recruited to Dalhousie
as a post-doctoral fellow by his mentor and
the former DMRF Cameron Chair in Basic
Cancer Research, Dr. Patrick Lee. Following
the completion of his training, DMRF then
supported Dr. Gujar’s recruitment as a DMRF
Cameron Scientist—when he started his
own laboratory at Dalhousie.
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“Dr. Gujar represents the future of cancer
research efforts in Nova Scotia,” says
Dr. Alice Aiken, Vice President Research
and Innovation at Dalhousie University.
“He has established international research
connections that are leading to new and
better ways to diagnose and treat cancer.
Supporting early career cancer researchers
like Dr. Gujar is critical to ensuring that
there is continued progress against this
disease in the years to come.”
Over the next five years, Frontiers will
build on existing partnerships and establish
new collaborations with academic, clinical,
and industrial partners across the globe,
with a focus on collaborations in India.
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Given that India’s healthcare industry serves
one sixth of the world’s cancer patient
population, this vast subcontinent is a critical
partner for Dalhousie in this endeavour,
with a large sample of patients available for
treatment and clinical testing, and a biotech
industry that has the necessary infrastructure
to support the development of new cancer
immunotherapies.

This means that researchers can test these
new therapies immediately, with enough
cancer patients in the population to conduct
proper clinical trials. In addition, given the
currency exchange between Canada and
India, the cost to develop and produce new
cancer immunotherapies in India will be
substantially less than if they were produced
in Canada.

We truly are breaking down barriers—
and borders—to develop novel immunotherapies, faster.

With all these factors taken together,
partnering with India will allow Dalhousie
researchers to develop, test and bring new
cancer therapies to market faster, and to
offer these therapies at a lower cost, for
use in populations around the world.
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