WAVEMAKER
RESEARCHERS ARE
THE HEALTH RESEARCH
PROBLEM-SOLVERS
OF THE FUTURE
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WHO ARE WAVEMAKERS?

WaveMakers are young, talented researchers
making waves in the scientific community,
bringing fresh perspectives and ground-breaking
ideas to their industry and to our region, while
positioning us on the health research national
and international forefronts.
DMRF is actively fundraising to raise the $1.2
million required to secure WaveMakers research
grants. These grants are designed to support
early career investigators’ research programs
at Dalhousie and provide early career talent
with cutting edge training and innovative
equipment to become the expert researchers
and physicians of the future. The grant program
will also serve to attract and retain young
research talent to the region, creating jobs,
and improving healthcare systems where they’re
needed most.
EMERGING RESEARCH TALENT EXCELLENCE
Dalhousie University’s Faculties of Medicine,
Health, and Dentistry are a hub of world-class
researchers. A vigorous team effort made
up of principal investigators, postdoctoral
fellows, graduate students, research assistants,
coordinators, technicians, and more, are working
together, across the region, to understand
complex diseases and conditions.
Joanne Bath, CEO of Dalhousie Medical Research
Foundation believes supporting young talent
in the Maritimes is paramount. “When we support
emerging and early career investigators, through
programs like WaveMakers, we are investing
not only in innovative research technology,
ideas, and infrastructure, but also in the future
of healthcare and growth in our region—all
while putting the Maritimes on the map when
it comes to health research and innovation,”
she says.

31

32

DMRF’S FIRST
WAVEMAKER DONORS

Student health researcher

“The WaveMakers Grant
Program is very near and dear
to our hearts. We know how
important it is to support
young talent in the region—
from innovating with new
technology and improving
health outcomes, to growing
economic prosperity in
the province—emerging
investigators are paving the
way forward. Our families
recognize the value a program
like WaveMakers brings and
we are proud to support
its inception and growth.”
–T
 aleb Abidali and
Hossein Mousavi

The first group of WaveMakers will focus
on cancer research and will be supported
through the family foundations formed by
Cresco Business Development Ltd. principal
partners and long-time DMRF supporters,
Talib Abidali and Hossein Mousavi. After
learning about DMRF through past Board
Chair Allan Shaw, Mr. Abidali joined the
DMRF Board in 2016 and has contributed
invaluable strategic direction to the
Foundation since that time. In addition,
believing wholeheartedly in the power
of medical research to transform lives,
Mr. Abidali and Mr. Mousavi generously
pledged $200,000 in 2017 to Dalhousie’s
Research in Medicine (RIM) Program, to
help provide financial assistance to Dalhousie
Medical School students. Through this gift,
Mr. Abidali and Mr. Mousavi have supported
ten RIM studentships each year, for a total
of forty over the past four years.
Through their family foundations, Mr. Abidali
and Mr. Mousavi have committed $300,000
over three years to fund WaveMakers grants
which will be awarded to an emerging
investigator’s research.

Interested in learning more about
WaveMakers, or how you can support
early career researchers as they
contribute to the research ecosystem
here in the Maritimes? Contact
Jen Laurette, Director, Philanthropy
at jen.laurette@dal.ca
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