DMRF BOARD MEMBER FEATURE

MacQuarrie Studentship
Truro Nova Scotia native, Mr. Charles MacQuarrie,
joined the DMRF Board in 2009 after longtime
board members Rod MacLennan and
Frank Sobey (both now directors emeritus)
reached out and encouraged him to share his
insights and counsel to a cause that was having
a major impact on improving health research
outcomes locally and globally.  
“I am a graduate of Dalhousie University and
I work in the health industry, so it was always
on my radar to support a cause that was
focused on health,” explains Mr. MacQuarrie.
“I also recognized that virtually everyone will
experience a challenging health condition
at some point in their lives and I could see
that DMRF was actively investing in research
projects that improve the health of people
in Atlantic Canada. Plus, Rod MacLennan and
Frank Sobey are two great people I admire
and two people that are hard to say no to!”
A passion for health and wellness has been
an important part of the MacQuarrie family
legacy for decades. Mr. MacQuarrie’s father
Malcolm was a pharmacist and his mother
Charlotte was a nurse, while his aunt Dorothy
had a career in nursing at the Montreal
Neurological Institute, which saw her working
with a team that established the first
Department of Neurosurgery/Neurology at
Saint John General Hospital in New Brunswick.
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This family history of working in the health
industry gave Mr. MacQuarrie a great
appreciation for health research and the
positive impact it can have on people.  
Since joining the DMRF board, Charles and
his family have become regular donors to the
Foundation. In May of 2014, Charles’s father
passed away after living gently and bravely
with dementia for several years. In his honour,
several members of the MacQuarrie family
created the DMRF Malcolm MacQuarrie
Endowed Fund for Neuroscience. Since the
fund’s inception, it has supported studentships
in this critical research area.
“Having experienced the change in my dad
with his dementia and knowing there was
neuroscience research happening right here
in our community made it an easy decision
to create a fund in his honour,” says
Mr. MacQuarrie. “Research adds value to the
community and the future health of all of
us and supporting student talent seemed
like an appropriate way to enhance those
outcomes even further.”
  
DMRF is thankful to Charles and his family
for their ongoing support of our Foundation
and for their commitment to improving our
community overall.  

Mr. Charles MacQuarrie

DMRF MACQUARRIE
GRADUATE STUDENTSHIP
2020 RECIPIENT, DMRF
MACQUARRIE GRADUATE
STUDENTSHIP:
DYLAN DESKA-GAUTHIER
Research Area
Medical Neuroscience
Research Project
Uncovering the circuit organization
of interneurons in the spinal cord
to better understand movement and
movement disorders.
Project Supervisor
Dr. Ying Zhang, Professor,
Department of Medical Neuroscience

“This project offers novel insights
into how the circuits of the spinal cord
are organized, and will help our
understandings of both spinal cord
injury and neurodegenerative diseases
like ALS and Parkinson’s. Ultimately,
I hope this research can play a role in
helping us better understand exactly
how the central nervous system works
and controls movement, so that we can
then develop therapeutic targets based
on the functional patterns of specific
spinal circuits. I would like to sincerely
thank the MacQuarrie family for their
recognition and support of this work.”
–D
 ylan Deska-Gauthier, 2020 Recipient,
DMRF MacQuarrie Graduate Studentship

Dylan Deska-Gauthier
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